Argatroban treatment for patients with intolerance to heparin and hirudin.
Argatroban is a synthetic thrombin inhibitor that acts independently of any cofactor. It inhibits free as well as fibrin- and clot-bound thrombin. The clinical history of two patients is presented, both with previous allergic reactions toward heparin and hirudin. In both patients, antibodies against hirudin were documented. Argatroban was successfully used in both patients without any side effects. We conclude argatroban to be the drug of choice in patients with intolerance to heparin and hirudin. Moreover, genetic variations affecting the hepatic catabolism of argatroban might exist, because very different dosages of argatroban were needed in the two patients.